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SPIRITUAL LESSONS FOR YOUR PERSONAL GROWTH

One Story, Many Wiriters

“The Prophet” is a
fictional character in a tale b
Kahlil Gibran, who shares hig
message of the deeper
meanings of life with the
people of a make-believe
village. It is easy to resonats
with his pearls of wisdom anq
get lost in a sense that he is
real person, in a real place a
time, although long ago and
far away from where we are
today. Whether it was the
author’s intention or not | do
not know, but reading The
Prophet is not all that differe
than reading the Gospels. In
either case | come away
inspired to live my life by a
higher standard.

Photo by Art Holt

“The Prophet” has been on my bookshelf for more thamty years
and | have read portions of it and quoted from it on nwatgsions. |
have used passages in my wedding ceremony and in my Chmgsteni
service. And | have pondered its pithy wisdom...but | havenmad it
from cover to cover, that is until this week.

What struck me was that this is the kind of book omaihread from

to get the big picture, sa
you can really
understand what the
author is saying when
you sit down to read it g
second time - (which is
necessity). It's the
second reading that not
only makes sense, but
that reveals the deeper
wisdom and sensitivity
the author intended to
convey.

Gibran confirms this in
the book jacket notes

manuscript four years

before | delivered it over

to my publisher because | wanted to be sure, | wanted terpesure, that
every word of it was the very best | had to offer.”

In one part Gibran speaks of teaching and helps the rezalzerthat
the teacher cannot impart understanding, but only leack8aer in that
direction. Understanding must come from withfnd he said: No man

can reveal to you naught but that which already lies half asleep in the
dawning of your knowledge. ...For the vision of one man lends not its

Issue # 46

beginning to end in order

when he says: “I kept the
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wings to another.” My words are inadequate to get you to see what |
even though we may be ‘looking’ at the same thing.

Perhaps this explains why the same stories are ofidgemby many
different authors. There is no such thing as a singia pbview on any
subject that can be universally understood by every indivicgiaaler. The
Bible is a very good example.

There are four Gospels describing the life of Jesus, @aehvritten
from the individual perspective of its author. Bibléslars agree, the
Gospel of Mark, which was the first Gospel writtenyisout the birth
story and begins with Jesus’ baptism and launchesintghtHis ministry.
In order for Jesus to be considered greater than Moae@s itmportant to
establish His origin as greater as well, so Luke, doersd Gospel's
author, painted the picture of Mary and Joseph and tgen\birth that is
so universally celebrated to this day. For Matthewas important to
emphasize the Jewish side of Jesus and connect Hinawitth line that
preceded Moses, going all the way back to Abraham. ¢ddéy here is
that while the birth line is traced from Joseph backlicaham it ignores
the disconnect with Mary, since she is said to have hachmaculate
conception, making Joseph’s genealogy irrelevant.) Ahd,Jeritten
many years later, focuses on Jesus from a much maru&ipi
perspective. Four life stories, each with its own pofntiew.

They all may be correct and they all may have had hunfluences
and historical inaccuracies, but the important thing tsaeether any one
of the Gospels is correct or corrupt, it's that wedndem all to get a fair
and richer understanding of Jesus’ life and the natureabfithe in
history. All the Gospels should be read repeatedly ariddeiep
contemplation in order for us to develop our individudidie and
personal understandings. And in all probability eachunfperceptions
will be uniquely ours.
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There are many who consider every word of the Bibleetthe

inerrant word of God, and to question any of it is nothing tkan heresy.

Others say the Bible is the work of many writers andyn@oints of view,
albeit Divinely inspired. Whichever it may be we cap 8t the wisdomn
the Bible contains and the lessons it offers camahfl inspire every
reader.

Who can question the validity of the lessons and tlidagae our
Way-Shower, Jesus the Christ imparts paragraph aftegnagtaand boo
after book? Sometimes presented in mysterious parablesy( who has
much shall more be given; and to him who has little, even that which
has shall be taken awgyand oft-times in simple and straight forward
declarationsThere are but two commandments. Thou shall love the
your God with all your heart, soul and strength. And likewise, thou s
love thy neighbor as thy s@lf.

On the surface the giving and taking parable sounds unfaliometi
considers that Jesus is talking about personal qualitisasulove and
generosity. A person who is filled with love and expredbat love freely
to everyone he or she encounters, can't help but receve love in
return. At the same time someone who withholds strices the
expression of their feelings will find they are treatethe same way.
More begets more and less begets less. It's the l@auske and effect. A
generous person gives in abundance and his well nevedmuns
miserly tightwad like Scrooge, more concerned with ggttian giving,
finds misery and scarcity as his rewards; again thetrektlie law of
cause and effect.

Putting God first is the primary Commandment and sineevény
nature of God is love, what better way to put God fitah to express
your own love to and for the source of all love. Whendo that
everything in life falls into place in all that we ad® and have. But it’s
not enough to offer your love to our invisible and infinite&or, for God
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is in all people, everywhere and at all times as.wi¢Nve love God but
not our neighbor, we are not really loving God at allusesminded us as
he spoke to His disciples to “love one another as ¢ lhaved you.” Jesus
demonstrated his love to and for every single person Hehaaling and
blessing everyone. Even with regard to your enemies Hec#irn the
other cheek and walk the extra mile. Jesus demonstratéal/ai
universally. That is the ‘one another’ He was refgyto...not just to His
disciples, but to each one of us who seeks the les$@psovided for us.

Reading the Gospels multiple times and referring to pialti
resources reminds me just how fortunate we are to hait@l® news
sources today. There are many people who think netwieskg®n news
programs are biased one way and the cable stationsguspplosite, and
all the stations profess they are just journalists ptexgtrue and factual
stories. | thank God we have many to choose fromdonfess if | were
restricted to only one news source | would be baffled éytte-sided
perspective.

| am a Journalism graduate and | understand the processcimately
getting and writing a story. You ask questions that addnes$\tho’
‘What’ ‘Where’ ‘When’ ‘Why’ and ‘How’ of a story line.That’s being
objective. But the truth is that we all have our peasopinions and
beliefs that influence the way we phrase our questarhat seek
answers that secretly confirm our personal point of viéis.impossible
not to include the writer’'s viewpoint even if he or shentent on being as
impartial as possible. And that includes the writershefvarious books ¢
the Bible. Personal bias always influences the reJuito thousand year
ago as the young Christian missionaries went abouigtitgi convert local
pagans, that bias was quite intentional, and their sffodved to be very
successful.
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Wouldn't it have been interesting if we had a Walteorite or
Anderson Cooper writing and recording their observatthugg the time

=

of Jesus? | can’t imagine a greater story to conershare with the worlg
But as today’s theological scholars have found, thereaappe be nothing
written or recorded about the life of Jesus anywhererdtian the Gospe
themselves and the letters from Paul to the missiesari

Scholars have searched the ancient archives, anttbé adublic
records available from that time in the history of hoknad, there is
nothing that refers to Jesus’ life or death.

| guess if there is a word of caution in all this, &isply that we
should question all the stories and probably the sourlittle anore
closely. One of the things | found in doing a “Google’rshan the
council of Nicaea was that contrary to what many pebgleve, that
meeting in 325 CE was not held to determine which books weuld b
acceptable in the New Testament, but to determine thaiiaf Jesus.
Roman Emperor Constantine had nothing to do with wiaatte be
included or excluded in the New Testament. But he surerhadlaence
on the relationship between Jesus and God.

(Incidentally, it was not until forty years later s Easter letter of
367 CE, that Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, gave afigte books
that would become the New Testament. His opinion aadatha limited
number of others resulted in determining the acceptaltileo@onx) texts a
the council at Carthage twenty years later in 387 CAll)other writings
were determined to be heretical (unacceptable) and thusdhahike
much of history, it was the influence of just a fewiwnduals that
determined the basis of what we believe today. Tisemauch we do not
know for sure, whether fact or fancy.

In my research | found,Christianity was young and still working o
the kinks when Constantine took power over the Roman Empire in A
306. Christian doctrine at the time was inconsistent, especially whe
came to the central question of Jesus' relationshipdd.

“Jesus was as eternally divine as the Father, said one camp led
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Archbishop Alexander of Alexandria. Another group, named the Arians
after their leader Arius the preacher, saw Jesus as a remarkadudiet,
but inferior to God and lacking in absolute divinity.

Wanting to consolidate the matter, Emperor Constantine summoned
the bishops tathe imperial palace atlicaea on June 19, 325.

The Council declared that the Father and the Son are of the same
substance and are co-eternal, basing the declaration in the claim that th
was a formulation of traditional Christian belief handed down from the
Apostles. Under Constantine's influence, this belief was acceptbé by t
bishops in what would be known thereafter as the Nicene Creed.

“As a final order of business, the bishops decided upon a date for tf
holiest of Christian celebrations, Easter, which was being observed at
different times around the empire. Previously linked with thexgjrof
Passover, the council settled on a moveable day that would neverdeo
again with theJewishholiday — the first Sunday after the first full moo
on or after the vernal equindx

ing
n

So a group of men with divergent opinions determined theaatf
Jesus to be equal to and the same as God, resultingdodtige of the
Trinity; and then in an unrelated matter chose amlagfical system for
selecting the time of Easter. All this leaves us toder what else was
determined by ‘committee’?

But, that’s life. Decisions are made, history is m&ten, and new
directions for the path of life are set by well megnieople because the
differences of opinions and beliefs require discusaimheventually somg
form of agreement. It was the best they could dbeatime with the
information at hand and the circumstances they hadaiondih.

v

That's simply the way life unfolds. We’re only humave(l, we're
actually Spiritual beings having a human experience) anargvaot

exactly perfect.

In the end it may turn out that there really is onheGstory, told and
retold, interpreted, written and edited by many authorglacs, and
writers; some divinely inspired, some from a humble pextve, others
from self proclaimed expertise. So, what can we do?

We can read a lot, listen a lot, question and we con&tenpnd ask
why or perhaps why not a lot; and slowly we can leachgrow, form our
own opinions, beliefs and ideas...which shape the waywe@hd act and
treat our fellow man and the world in which we livehal's the way it has
been and the result is a world of seven billion peojile seven billion
points of view.

Even with all these variables, there is one thing keill be able to
admit and it is that we are one human race, boamethuman family eon
ago. What we all have in
common is that we were all
created out of the hand of One
God, made in His likeness, lovg
and blessed equally whomever
wherever we may be.

So, like the God who loves
us unconditionally, perhaps the g
only lesson we have is to followf %
Jesus’ commandment to “love
one another as | have loved yo

And so it is...Amen.
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